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Abstract: In this study, a numerical model is proposed for the analysis of a simply supported structural
cable. Smoothed particle hydrodynamics (SPH)—a mesh-free, Lagrangian method with advantages for
analysis of highly deformable bodies—is utilized to model a cable. In the proposed numerical model,
it is assumed that a cable has only longitudinal stiffness in tension. Accordingly, SPH equations derived
for solid mechanics are adapted for a structural cable, for the first time. Besides, a proper damping
parameter is introduced to capture the behavior of the cable more realistically. In order to validate the
proposed numerical model, different experimental and numerical studies available in the literature are
used. In addition, novel experiments are carried out. In the experiments, different harmonic motions are
applied to a uniformly loaded cable. Results show that the SPH method is an appropriate method to
simulate the structural cable.

Keywords: structural cable; SPH; experiment; shake table; single-segment cable; damping

1. Introduction

Cable is a general name for structural elements with a high ratio of length per diameter. This special
geometry makes cables flexible elements in transverse direction. In other words, a cable has almost
zero bending stiffness compared to its tension stiffness. It can be formed by many different materials
such as steel wires or fibers or a combination of both. These geometric and structural properties make
cable indispensable elements for many structures. Cables are widely used in civil engineering structures
(e.g., tele skis, prestressing and post-tensioning process, guyed towers, cable stayed bridges, transmission
lines, mooring lines) as the main component of them. Therefore, an accurate analysis of cables is very
important for safer civil engineering structures.

Analysis of cables has been the interest of many researchers. Different analysis methods have been
proposed to simulate highly nonlinear cable elements. The nonlinearity is mostly geometric due to a
cable’s structural properties. Nonlinearity of the cable was directly considered in various studies by using
the finite element method. For example, a method called a method of imaginary reactions, which considers
the geometric nonlinearity, developed by [1]. The same method was also used to solve the issue of a cable
having different support conditions in [2]. Besides, closed-form solutions were proposed which consider
the nonlinearity of the cable by assuming a deflected shape [3]. For an example of closed-form solutions,
the nonlinearity was presupposed with an equivalent Young’s modulus approach [4]. On the other hand,
linear shape assumptions were also proposed [5]. This type of solution assumes the cable element is
weightless, thus, the cable behaves like a structural bar element. Instead of closed-form solutions and
linear approaches, different finite element methods have been proposed. Among the finite element models,
a two-node cable element was used in different studies. In [1,2], an initial reaction was assumed to find
the geometry of cable and reaction was changed until the boundary condition of the problem, which is the
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real form of the catenary cable, was satisfied. The authors in [6] carried out geometric nonlinear analysis
of cables by using a two-node element with a displacement control method. In [7], a simple two-node
straight line cable element was proposed and compared with a multi-node finite element model, which
was also the topic of [8]. Besides finite element models including a catenary cable element were also used
for dynamic analysis in [9,10]. In addition, two different catenary cable elements, named as continuous
and discrete, were proposed [11]. In a further research of Demir [12], finite element method combined
with contact mechanics was used to model multi-segment cables which are in contact with a truss system.

Although studies about cables have been mostly performed by mesh-based methods, meshless
methods were also used. A solution technique using the element-free Galerkin (EFG) method was
proposed for cable reinforced membrane structures [13]. In that study, a penalty method was used to
model the sliding between cable and membrane. In [14], an analysis about overhead power line cables
was carried out. In the study, a meshless finite difference method (MFDM) was proposed to simulate
cables. In another study, Bai and Niedzwecki proposed a meshless method for the model of extensible
slender rods which can be regarded as a cable with a small bending stiffness [15]. The method was
named as local radial point interpolation method (LRPIM). After the buckling of the column, catenary
cable and an entangled cable were solved as validation cases.

Among the meshless methods, smoothed particle hydrodynamics (SPH) is one of the most
popular ones. SPH was originally introduced by Lucy [16] and Gingold and Monaghan [17] for
astrophysical problems. Subsequently, SPH has been successfully applied to various fields such as
open channel [18-20] and pipe flows [21], fluid-structure interaction [22-25], fluid sloshing [26-30],
soil mechanics [31], rock mechanics [32] and solid mechanics [33-35].

Particle-based methods eliminate the disadvantage of mesh-based methods, which needs mesh
regenerations for large deflections and crack propagations, by discretizing the domain with particles.
Thus, it is preferred to simulate flows including free surfaces, large deflection problems and crack
propagation problems with particle-based methods. As a result of a large deflection problem including
rigid body motion due to small transverse stiffness, cables can be considered as a very suitable structural
element to be modeled by particle-based methods.

In the present study, the SPH method is implemented with an additional damping term to simulate
the dynamic behavior of a structural cable element. As far as the authors’ best knowledge, this is the
first study in which a cable is simulated with the SPH method. In addition, a series of novel experiments
are conducted for validation purposes. In the experiments, the dynamic response of a cable element
under harmonic motion is investigated.

The paper is organized as follows:

e  First, the numerical model in which SPH is formulated for the simulation of cable is presented in
Section 2.

e  The numerical model is validated by comparing the results with different experiments found
in the literature in Section 3. Novel experiments conducted for this study are also presented in
this section.

e  Damping parameters are briefly discussed in Section 4.

e  Conclusions are drawn in Section 5.

2. Numerical Model

SPH is a particle-based method, so the continuum is represented by the particles. Using the SPH
interpolation, the continuity equation in the Lagrangian approach for the generic particle i can be
represented as [36,37].

d S Y
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where ddit“ is the material derivative of the density of ath particle, 1, is the mass of bth particle, V,, is the
velocity difference between particles a and b and VW,;, represents the gradient of the kernel function.
Kernel function is originally shown by W(x, — x;, ) where x, — x;, is the position difference between
two neighboring particles and / is the smoothing length. In the present study, Wendland C2 kernel
with a support domain of 2k is used. N is the number of particles and cy is the speed of the sound.
The second term at the right-hand side of the continuity equation is added to remove the numerical
oscillations in the pressure field as proposed in [38].
3, is the diffusive term and the equation is given as:

2= 2(pp = pa) rba|z ~ (V)" + (V)] ?

I7ap

where 7, is the difference of the position vectors between particles a and b and (Vp)L is the renormalized
density gradient and calculated by

N
(VPY,E =Y Vi(py = pa)LaVaWap ®)
b

N -1
L, = [Z Yot ab ® VaWap] 4)
b

SPH approximation of momentum equation can be represented for each direction as:

av, N all, ' W
= Z my(| —5 + —= | + a0 = = Cap [VWap + ga )
dt Pa Pb A
b=1
where 6/ is the Kronecker tensor, g is the gravitational acceleration and ¢/ is the stress tensor and is
represented as

ol = —p(’iij + §ii (6)

where the first term and the second term of the right side are the isotropic and deviatoric parts of the
stress tensor, respectively. Pressure, p, can be calculated from equation of state in which pressure of a
particle is found from the variation of density [39].

K
p=—(p-po) )
Po
where K is the bulk modulus of the material. Deviatoric stress can be calculated as:
DS PR Py
- — ] — Z§UDY
- b

where E is the Young’s modulus and D'/ is the rate of transformation vector and calculated as:

1 (aV’ A% ) 9

2\ox/  ox
D'/ is defined for a global coordinate system. In local coordinates of each particle, D/ has only
unidirectional strain for a cable model.
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In the momentum equation, 71, is the artificial viscosity [40] which is used to reduce the unphysical
oscillations in the numerical model.

_ (P[Jabz = QUabCap

T (10
ab Pab
hVub.rah
_ 11
Hab = 21 0.00172 (1)

where @ and ¢ are empirical coefficients taken as 0.2 and 1, respectively.

A damping term denoted as 4C,, is added into the momentum equation. In this term, A is the
unstretched cross-sectional area of the cable and w is a constant representing the rate of the damping.
C,p for each direction can be stated as:

my,Va my Vb

C =
ab sz pbz

(12)
Time is discretized by leap-frog algorithm and maximum step size is calculated from the

Courant-Friedrichs-Lewy (CFL) condition [41,42].

3. Validation

To validate the numerical model, different experimental and numerical studies available in the
literature are used. In addition, novel experiments are carried out.

3.1. Case 1

A well-known case used in many studies [1,6,10,11,43-46], is preferred for the statistical validation
of the numerical model. Parameters of the model are given in Table 1 and Figure 1.

Table 1. Parameters used in case 1.

Parameter Value
Total cable length 31273 m
Distance between supports 304.8 m
Unstretched length A-L 125.88 m
Unstretched length A-M 156.365 m
Elastic modulus 131 GPa
Cross-sectional area 548.4 mm?
Self-weight 46.12 N/m

Coordinates of points L and M on a cable under catenary action are (121.92 m, —29.276 m) and
(152.4 m, —30.48 m), respectively. An external load 35.586 kN is applied at point L of the cable after
taking its catenary form under self-weight. Displacement of point L after the application of external
load is used as the validation parameter in the literature.

A X 35.586 kN B

l . A

304.8 m

N

v

Figure 1. Model of case 1.
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For the numerical model, the number of particles is found to be 312 after a convergence test.
The cable is initially defined as linear and the right support is initially located at 0 m and 312.73 m.
By moving the right support to its original position (0 m, 304.80 m), the cable is allowed to sag to its
natural catenary form. After oscillations vanish and the cable reaches its final form under self-weight,
the external point load shown in Figure 1 is applied at point L. Figure 2 shows the time history of
the positions of L in y direction. External load is applied at the 150th second when the oscillations
completely vanish. Final displacement of point L can be seen in Table 2. According to the table,
calculated final displacement of point L is consistent with the data in the literature. Since the support
is moved instantly at the beginning of the simulation, the initial oscillations are very high as can be
seen in Figure 2. High initial oscillations may be avoided by defining the initial configuration of the
particles similar to the natural catenary form of the cable. However, the oscillations do not create a
convergence problem. In addition, they completely vanish thanks to the damping parameter proposed
in the present study.

0 50 wo  Tmels) jqq 200 250

0 T T T T 1

coordinate {m)
A5
(%]
—

= Wb "

Figure 2. Time history of coordinate of point L in y direction.

Table 2. Final displacement of point L.

Displacement (m)

Research
Vertical Horizontal

Michalos and Birnstiel [1] -5.472 -0.845
O’Brien and Francis [45] -5.627 —-0.860
Jayaraman and Knudson [44] -5.626 —0.859
Tibert [46] —-5.626 —-0.859
Andreu et al. [43] -5.626 —-0.860
Yang and Tsay [6] —-5.625 -0.859
Thai and Kim [10] —-5.626 —-0.859
Salehi et al. [11] —5.626 —-0.859
SPH (present study) -5.626 -0.859

3.2. Case 2

An experiment from the literature [9], in which free vibration of a suspended cable was investigated,
is used to validate the numerical model dynamically. The experimental setup is given in Figure 3 and
parameters of model are given in Table 3. After instant removal of additional mass defined at the
midpoint of the cable, the displacement of the same point is measured.
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Table 3. Parameters used in case 2.

Property Value
Total cable length 44.304 m
Elastic modulus 200 GPa
Cross-sectional area 2348 mm?
Mass per length 20.3 kg/m
Additional mass 100 kg

The number of particles used to simulate the experiments is 44, as obtained from a convergence
test. The second support coordinate is defined at 43.835 m and 6.43 m initially, and the cable is defined
between these supports linearly. The second support is relocated to its original position shown in
Figure 3. The cable takes its catenary form under its self-weight and the additional mass. Then, mass is
removed, and time history of midpoint displacement is calculated.

—>
<
/ <

,t additional mass
43.886 m >

AN

Figure 3. Model of case 2.

The displacement history of the free vibration at the midpoint of the cable is given in Figure 4.
In the figure, the experimental and numerical data in [9] and the present numerical results labeled
as SPH are shown. The first peak is slightly overestimated by the SPH method. Other peaks are
predicted satisfactorily.

time (s)
0.0 0.5 1.0 1.5 2.0 2.5 3.0 3.5 4.0
0.04 ) ) ) . ) ) ) )

0.03

0.02 1

0.01 -

0.00 -+

-0.01 4

displacement (m)

-0.02 4

-0.03 1

-0.04 5

numerical [10] ——— ABAQUS beam [10] experiment [10] ——SPH

Figure 4. Displacement in y direction at the midpoint of a suspended catenary cable in Case 2.
3.3. Experiment

In addition to the verification cases procured from the previous studies, an experimental study
available in the literature is repeated, and a novel benchmark experiment is designed in the context
of this study. In both experiments, the same cable was used which is specifically designed to validate
the particle-based methods. In the design of the experimental setup, spherical weights were placed
throughout the cable with the same intervals. The distance between each spherical weight was designed
as 2.6 mm to satisfy the assumption that adjacent spherical weights do not contact with each other
during the dynamic motion of the cable. Center-to-center distance between adjacent spherical weights
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was 10.6 mm and each sphere had a mass of 0.285 g including the mass of cable. Thus, the cable model
had a 0.2656 N/m self-weight. Bending stiffness of the cable was assumed to be zero. A uniformly loaded
cable model designed in accordance with the particle-based models was achieved. Tensile modulus of
the cable was recorded as 109 GPa.

A high-definition camera was used to digitize the motion of the cable with the help of an image
processing technique. The camera can capture 60 frames per second with 720 pixels. Some intermediate
spherical weights on the cable were marked and their motions were recorded and digitized.

3.3.1. Experiment 1

This experiment is inspired by the experiments available in the literature. It was first presented
by [47], used in [48] and repeated in the study of [49]. It is a basic experiment for the investigation of
dynamic motion of cables. In the previous versions of this experiment, the cable was released from
the support of a catenary position defined in Figure 5 and the dynamic motion of it was supplied via
camera. Snapshots from a camera were given. No additional numerical data were presented.

y
PO

X P5

(b)

Figure 5. Initial geometry of the cable in experiment 1 of (a) schematic view and (b) real image.

In the research of [47], experimental data were supplied by using the recorded snapshots via
camera. However, cable positions were not given in equally spaced time intervals [47]. A numerical
solution was also presented with given time intervals. In [48], the experimental data supplied by [47]
was used to verify the cable model. Positions of a free-falling cable for specified time intervals were
presented as numerical results of that research. The experiment of Fried [47] was repeated in [49].
In that study, configuration of the cable was compared with the experimental snapshots. In this research,
time intervals of numerical analysis were supplied, however time instants of experimental snapshots
were not presented.

A brief discussion of numerical methods used to simulate the free-falling cable is given as follows.
In the research of Coyette and Guisset [48], the finite element method was used with the following
assumptions: cables possess only axial stiffness, material is linearly elastic and only small strains are
involved. The same assumptions were used in the finite element model of Fried [47] which was called
a chain model. Lazzari et al. [49] also used the finite element method for the cable and Akaike-Iwatani
model [50] for wind effect on cable. Notably, none of these studies included the damping effect in
their finite element model. Similar to the previous studies conducted with the finite element method,
SPH equations are derived with the same assumptions. Since a cable has no stiffness in its transverse
direction, either singularity of stiffness matrix or high displacements can be observed. This is the main
drawback of finite element models. Proper algorithms should be proposed to deal with this problem as
in [6]. The nature of SPH minimizes this type of problem.
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Initial geometry of the cable was defined as in previous studies mentioned above. A cable with
a 1 m length was supported at its ends as illustrated in Figure 5. Supports were placed at the same
elevation, and the distance between the supports in x direction was defined as 0.88 m. The cable is
supported at end points, PO and P5. A cable with 95 spherical weights was suspended as defined in
Figure 5 and released from P5. Intermediate points were defined through the geometry of the cable
with the cable length measured from P0 as given in Table 4 where P5 is the free end.

Table 4. Positions of intermediate points of cable in experiment 1.

Point ID Unstretched Cable Length Form P0 (m)  Coordinates (m)

P1 0.138 (0.098, —0.086)
P2 0.350 (0.284, —0.183)
P3 0.562 (0.492, —0.207)
P4 0.774 (0.694, —0.143)
P5

(free end) 1 (0.880, 0.000)

The experiment was repeated in the context of this research to digitize the motion of the cable in
detail. Accordingly, the displacements of specified intermediate points throughout the cable are supplied.
The main contribution of this experiment is to give the digitized time history of a free-falling cable.

In the numerical model, 95 particles were used. Due to the Lagrangian nature of the SPH
method, the positions of all the particles were followed. Therefore, the number of particles used in the
simulations was taken to be the same as the number of spherical weights, although a convergence
analysis was performed and according to the convergence analysis it was found that less particles can
be used. Convergence analysis results are given for the following experiment.

Figures 6 and 7 show the displacement of intermediate points and the free end. The simulated
displacements of intermediate points are close to the experimental data. However, the displacement
of the free end is slightly overestimated in SPH. The reason for this slight difference is the particle
approximation and kernel integration errors at the free end of the cable.

time (s)

02 +
04 }
-0.6
08 |

-1.2 F

displacement {m)
=

1.4
16
-1.8 +

P3 num.

Figure 6. Displacement in x coordinates of internal points on cable.

Displacement of P5 (free-end) is compared with the literature data in Figures 8 and 9 (comparison of
displacement of intermediate points is not possible due to the lack of reproducibility of previous studies).
As mentioned above, time intervals were not clearly stated for the experiments available in the literature,
thus numerical data were compared qualitatively. Previous numerical data available in the literature
are scaled with respect to time based on the experiment carried out in this study for a quantitative
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comparison. It should be mentioned that scale factor is constant for each study. According to the figure,
it can be said that SPH can predict the dynamic motion of the cable reasonably well.

time (s)
0 0.1 0.2 0.3 0.4 0.5 0.6 0.7 0.8 0.9
E
b=
u
£
g
=
o
w
2
P1 num. P2 num. P3 num. P4 num. P5 num
Figure 7. Displacement in y coordinates of intermediate points on cable.
time (s)
o] 01 0.2 0.3 0.4 0.5 0.6 0.7 0.8 0.9
0
0.4 F
E
= 08 r
[
£
g
© -
E -1.2
~
-1.6 F
2 L
[49] [48] s [47] numerical
[47] experiment e SPH Experiment
Figure 8. Comparison of free-end displacement in x direction.
time (s)
0 0.1 0.2 03 0.4 05 0.6 0.7 0.8 0.9
e — . . . : . : . )
0.2

displacement {m)
S
D

— [49] — 48] e [47] NumMerical

[47] experiment — SPH

Experiment

Figure 9. Comparison of free-end displacement in y direction.
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3.3.2. Experiment 2

The second experiment is a novel setup designed in the context of this study for dynamic
verification of the proposed numerical method. A cable with a 1.272 m length was supported at its
ends as illustrated in Figure 10. The distances between the supports in x and y directions were 1.2 m
and 0.22 m, respectively.

Figure 10. Setup of experiment 2 of (a) schematic view and (b) real image.

P6 was fixed on the ground while PO was fixed on a shake table which has a motion in the
x-direction. The cable was suspended between these supports and a catenary shape was formed.
Coordinates of the initial catenary shape of the cable are given in Table 5. After achieving a stationary
catenary shape, two different excitations with the same amplitude of 25 mm and with frequencies of
1.0 and 1.5 Hz were applied to P0 via the shake table. These harmonic motions are referred to as Typel
and Type2, for frequencies 1.0 and 1.5 Hz, respectively.

Table 5. Positions of intermediate points of cable in experiment 2.

Point ID Unstretched Cable Length Form P0 (m) Coordinates (m)

P1 0.212 (0.187, —0.127)
P2 0.424 (0.371, —0.223)
P3 0.636 (0.573, —0.283)
P4 0.848 (0.782, —0.306)
P5 1.060 (0.989, —0.288)
P6 1.272 (1.200, —0.220)




Appl. Sci. 2020, 10, 8983 110f18

The displacement in y direction of P3 was used for convergence analysis. The number of particles
was defined as being 2 times the number of spherical weights and half of it. Analyses were repeated
for both motion types as seen in Figure 11. Although no significant difference is observed for different
numbers of particles for Typel, a noise is seen at about 2.5 s and 4.5 s for Type2. The noise exists for a
greater number of particles (121 and 242). Nevertheless, a further analysis was carried out by increasing
the number of particles (482). This same noise still occurs, so the number of particles is enough for the
convergence analysis. For a greater number of particles, some particles in numerical analysis were in a
position where no mass was defined in the experimental setup. Nevertheless, convergence parameter
shows similar results for a greater number of particles than 61. In all the simulations, the number of
121 particles was preferred, because each spherical weight in the experiments was represented by an
SPH particle.

Typel Type2
0 2 g time(s) ¢ 8 10 0 ,  time(s), 6
0.05 4 L L L L ! 0.05 T T T
£ = I N I 1 !
=003 18 q N §- 0.03 i .‘\ [T O |
: : VAR AANDN
£ 0.01 £ 001 NI A
=] 1 | | | | 1 { 1
g 3 AEANANANRNANANANAY,
g-001 ‘ LR RVAYRVANRVATRTRYRFAY
5 v \V \ \ / U\ f U\ = BRVERYAR" \lj U Wy v
003 4 ¥ ) ) : ¥ 4
—61 particles =121 particles -0.03 —— 61 particles =~ ———121 particles
242 particles 482 particles 242 particles 482 particles

Figure 11. Convergence analysis results for both motion types.

The simulated and measured displacement history of the defined points can be seen in Figures 12 and 13
for Typel and Type2, respectively. In the figures, black and red continuous lines show the experimental
and numerical data, respectively. Due to the harmonic excitations, the cable started to displace.
The simulated excitation-driven motion of the cable perfectly matches with the experimental data in
terms of the period and amplitude.

After the end of excitation-driven motion, oscillations start. The oscillations should end after a
while due to friction and damping. A damping term was added to the numerical model for a gradual
decrease in oscillations. As expected, numerical oscillations were more regular than experimental ones.
Besides, the periods of oscillations were the same for both harmonic motions (Typel and Type2); it was
0.45 s for numerical analysis and 0.42 s for experimental investigations. Although a perfect match
was obtained in the excitation-driven part of the motion of cable, there was a slight difference in the
oscillations part as indicated.

Additionally, reactions in x and y directions for each support at PO and P6 are given in Figure 14.
There are two verification conditions for a cable in static catenary form. First, the magnitude of reactions
in x directions of both supports must be equal for any cable in its catenary action. This condition is
verified for both harmonic motions, as seen in Figure 14. Second, the summation of magnitude of
reactions in y direction of both supports must be equal to the weight of the hanging cable. In this
experiment, the summation was 0.338 N which was equal to the total weight of the cable.
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point displacement in x direction displacements in y direction
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002 1 1 1 1 ) 004 1 1 1 1 )
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-0.01 -0.02
-0.02 -0.04

Figure 12. Numerical (red) and experimental (black) comparison of time (s) (horizontal axis) vs.
displacement (m) (vertical axis) graph of specified nodes on cable under harmonic motion Typel.
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point displacement in x direction displacements in y direction
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Figure 13. Numerical (red) and experimental (black) comparison of time (s) (horizontal axis) vs.
displacement (m) (vertical axis) graph of specified nodes on cable under harmonic motion Type2.
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Typel Type2
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Figure 14. Time history of magnitudes of reactions on supports in (a) x and (b) y direction.
4. Discussion on Damping Parameter

The dynamic motion of a disturbed cable continues without damping even after the removal of
external loads. Therefore, a damping parameter is defined in the proposed method to mimic the nature
of the dynamic behavior of a cable. In the well-known governing equation of the motion of solids,
there is a damping contribution which is achieved by multiplication of the velocity with damping
matrix. Rayleigh damping [51] is widely used to determine a damping matrix. In that method, the
damping matrix is preferably defined with the mass and/or stiffness matrix [52-54]. In the proposed
method, the mass of particles is used to define a damping for the motion. Accordingly, mass times
velocity term is defined to model the damping effect, as seen in Equation (12).

As seen in Figure 15, the disturbed cable oscillates after the end of harmonic motion applied by the
shake table. The amplitude and period of these oscillations are different from the experimental results.
After application of the damping term, closer results to the experimental data were achieved. As shown
in Figure 15, the excitation-driven part of the motion is not significantly affected by the damping
term. This damping term consists of a problem-dependent parameter, w, as shown in Equation (5) as
in the Rayleigh damping method. There have been studies that sought to define the constants of the
Rayleigh method experimentally and analytically. Yaqgiang et al. [55] determined Rayleigh constants
for some fiber-reinforced polymer (FRP) cables experimentally. Maji and Qiu [56,57] also carried out
experiments for measuring and understanding the damping characteristics of a cable. In addition,
Zhu and Meguid [58] studied the damping behavior of a cable, especially on 6 x 37 IWRC (independent
wire rope core), experimentally and analytically. In all studies, damping parameters were either
determined for special cable products experimentally or by an estimation made analytically as
mentioned in [59]. Rayleigh constants can also be estimated numerically by modal analysis which
is often made by the finite element method. However, there is no modal analysis made by the SPH
method. Authors prefer to assume the damping parameter, w, is between 0.03 and 0.05 which satisfies
the consistent damping rate observed in the experiments and leave the broad damping concept for
further research.
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Figure 15. Displacement of P1 under Typel excitation for experiment (black) and numerical solution
without damping (blue) and with damping (w = 0.04) (red).

5. Conclusions and Future Works

In this paper, a numerical model is proposed to simulate the dynamic motion of a structural
cable. In the numerical model, SPH is used. First, the numerical model was validated with for the
case of which static solutions were available. Then, another case was used to validate the model under
dynamic motion. Although, there are many problems available in the literature in validating the
model, such approaches are limited in showing the real capability of the proposed numerical method.
For example, the results of experiments in the literature were presented only for a limited time, or the
displacement of only one point on the cable was presented. For these reasons, novel experiments were
conducted. The main contribution of the experiments is to present the displacement of the whole cable
profile by giving the displacement history of intermediate points on the cable. In addition, an extended
time history analysis is provided to investigate the dynamic motion of the cable which does not end
for a long time after the excitation vanishes.

In the numerical model, a proper damping parameter is proposed. Damping becomes effective
when the excitations are removed. Therefore, the results while the excitation is still applied are very
similar, independent of the damping. However, oscillations observed in the experiments after the
excitation ends cannot be captured in the numerical model without a proper damping parameter.
After the addition of the damping parameter, results closer to the experimental data were obtained.
To the best of the authors’ knowledge, this is the first study that investigates the damping effect of
the cable.

Although validations show that SPH, with a proper damping parameter, can be used to model
the dynamic motion of the cable satisfactorily, there are some limitations of the numerical model.
The limits of the damping parameter should be investigated in detail. Since more computational study
should be performed and new experiments should be carried out to investigate the effect of damping
parameters appropriately, it is left for a future study. In addition, the current version of the proposed
numerical model can simulate the single-segment cables. Another future work will be focused on the
application of the numerical model for multi-segment cables which includes additional intermediate
roller supports or pulleys resulting in a frictional force to be modeled.
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